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7th - 8th Grade AVID Excel / Advanced ESL
Course Information and Policies
Mrs. Vanessa Vasquez - vanessavasquez@misdmail.org
Linda Jobe Middle School
Course Description: This course focuses on organization / note taking techniques; developing vocabulary skills, conducting oral presentations, participating in team building activities, and advancement in reading and writing skills.
Materials: Thank you in advance for your support in your child’s education by providing these necessary supplies. Required daily supplies:  2” or larger AVID binder with dividers, ample supply of lined loose leaf paper, red grading pen, and an ample supply of black and blue pens.  Some projects may require poster board or other materials, such as colored pencils, glue, and markers. Notification will be given prior to their use. All students are expected to arrive on time to class with appropriate supplies.

Course Outline:  Student Empowerment, Academic Words, Teambuilding, Reading and Writing, Scholar Groups, Tutoring, Public Speaking, Reflection and Metacognition, Socratic Seminar, Novel Study Unit.
Course Policies
Attendance, lateness: Please refer to campus handbook concerning tardy policy and what happens when a student exceeds the allowable absence for the semester or year.  Students must be in attendance 90% of the school year for credit to be given.  For an absence to be excused, a parent must call the Attendance office at (817) 299-6300.  It is the student’s responsibility to request the work upon return to class. Previously assigned work is due upon return to class.  
Class participation: Students are expected to actively participate in classroom discussions. It is crucial for students to stay organized, focused, and actively involved every day.
Grading:  MISD grading guidelines will be followed.  
  
Support Services: Student planners list many of the support services at LJMS.  The most current information may be found on the LJMS web page.  Library hours are on the website.  Tutoring hours will vary per teacher.
Classroom Expectations and Procedures
Basic Classroom Procedures
1. Follow all directions the first time given.

2. Bring all materials to class, EVERYDAY. (Some materials will remain in the classroom)

3. Keep your hands, feet, and other objects to yourself.

4. Use appropriate language and voice level; No profanity, teasing, or put-downs.

5. Be in your seat and working when the bell rings. (Pencils need to be sharpen prior to the bell)

6. Respect my school, adults, classmates, and the property of others.

7. Never prevent my classmates from learning or my teacher from teaching.

8. No food, drinks (except water), in the classroom.

9. Unauthorized items will be confiscated.  Confiscated items will be turned in to the office for pick up by a parent only.

10. Bathrooms breaks need to be taken care of during passing periods only.
Welcome to a new school year!
